
Board 

 
The Moodle Board activity creates a Trello board within your Moodle class. You or students can define vertical 
columns and then add comments beneath them with text, images, links or video. The comments are moveable 
both vertically and across columns. There are several ways that you can use this, either synchronously or 
asynchronously. See the links at the bottom of this guide will discuss other uses.  
 

Here is an example. This is a SWOT Analysis activity where a team will use a Board to outline the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to a fictional product called the Thing-a-Majig. 

 

 
 

This is another view of what a board might look like. In this example, the Board was used for student 
introductions – they added their name and a selfie, and the prompt asks them to tell the class where 
they are from, what year they are, what they are majoring in, and a fun fact.  

 

 



 

How to set up a Board 
 

1.  Turn on your editing button. Click on the Add an Activity or Resource link.  
 

 
 
 

2. Select Board in the menu of resources and activities.  
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

3. Name the Board activity. Add a prompt into the description so that students know what they need to do.  
 

 
 
 

4. You can prescribe a color background or use an image for the background. More on that later. You can 
also set up ratings for a post by either the student or teacher. To do so, just use the dropdown menu 
under Rating Points.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



5. You can hide the headings on the columns from student view by ticking a tick box; Similarly, you can 
tick on a tick box to create a due date for posts, or to allow all users to edit the placement of their own 
posts either within a particular column or in between columns. Click one of the Save buttons when 
done.  

 

 
 

Using Board  
 

6. When the activity populates, then you will see headings arrayed horizontally across the board. You can 
add more headings by clicking on the plus sign to the far right. If you add more than a few, a slider will 
populate at the bottom of the screen that will allow you to access all of them.  

 
Click on the word ‘Heading’ and you will see a text box that will allow you to input the name of the 
heading. When you finish naming a heading, click Enter and the name will be saved on the column. To 
change it, just click on the text again and a new text box will allow you to make changes.  

 

 



7. We added the headings for three columns 1) Muddiest point, where students will add anything, they 
are confused by, 2) Something Interesting from the Week with a Link where students can talk about 
what they learned and add a link to an online resource, and 3) Practical application of something 
that I learned, where a student can talk about connections they made.  

 
Just click on the plus sign below a column to add a comment underneath a heading.  

 

 
 
 

8. Students can type in a Post Title, their content – up to 250 characters - and add a link, an image or a 
video by clicking on an icon below the text box. They can post by clicking on the Post button.  

 

 



 
9. This is what the three columns might look like.  

 

 
 
 

10. You can change the settings by clicking on the gear in the upper right side of the screen and then 
selecting Edit Settings from the menu. In the Board Settings area, you’ll see a drop down that will 
enable ratings for posts to be done either by students or teachers. You can also allow all users to move 
around their own posts within and between columns.  

 

 



11. When you add ratings to the activity, then numbers appear next to the stars denoting the number of 
positive ratings.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

12.  Users can rate posts that are not their own. In the image below, you can see some posts are unrated, 
while others have one- or two-star ratings.  

 
 

 
 
 



 
13.  You can left click on a comment and while holding the key, you can drop and drag a comment to 

another column or to another area within the same column.  
 

 

 
 
 

14.  Notice that the posts are all anonymous. As a teacher you can see who posted which item by clicking 
on the gear and then selecting Export Submissions at the bottom of the menu.  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

  
15. This will allow the instructor to download an Excel sheet for the board activity and see who posted 

which comment.  As you can see, I made up the bulk of the social psychology board, but Susan 
Student had a few things to say, too.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Adding Colors 
 

16. You can add a hex color code for a background. Hex codes are away to classify colors that are used in 
web development. You can google “hex colors” to find many websites that will give you particular hex 
colors, but we’ll use htmlcolorcodes.com in this example.  We’ll search for this in another tab in our 
browser. The Background Color field is where you will add a hex code once we find it.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://htmlcolorcodes.com/


 
 

17. Here we are on htmlcolorcodes.com. On this website, you can move the slider down the vertically 
arrayed spectrum in the center of the screen. The placement of the slider determines the shade of the 
box to your left. You can move that small circle around within that box on the left to get a specific color, 
which will be shown on the block to the right and in the small color box in the upper left.  
 
Next to the color in the upper left is the hex code. Hex codes begin with a # sign and have a 
combination of 6 letters or numbers. We are going for this cool shade of burnt orange -- #EOA111.  

 

 
 

18. We’ll just copy the code #EOA111 from the website. It is just after the Hex label at the top. 
 

 
 

https://htmlcolorcodes.com/


19. When we toggle our browser back to Moodle where the tab is set to the Board Settings in the Moodle 
course. We’ll add that hex color code into the field across from Background Color. The code begins 
with the ‘#’ sign. We’ll click one of the blue Save buttons at the bottom.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

20. And we see the very swank burnt orange background from the hex color code that we selected.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21. You can also add a background image if you’d like – just use the item picker to upload the background 
image into Moodle. Click on the dog-eared icon in the upper right corner of the box next to Background 
Image.  

 

 
 
 

22.  We will click on the Choose File button in the middle of the screen.  
 

 
 
 



23.  We will click on the Paisley image file in the Pictures area of this hard drive. When we do, it populates 
in the File Name bar of this dialog box and then when we click Open, it will populate this image in the 
background of our Board.  

 
 

 
 
 

24. A popup appears. The file name appears next to the Choose File button. Just click the Upload this File 
button at the bottom of the popup.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
25. And here it is – a ‘swinging 60s-style’ green paisley background appears behind our board.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Further Reading:  
 
Board by Moodle Organization. This summarizes the basics of Board.  
 
Moodle Much Webinar – Initial Experiences of Board. Dublin City University Teaching Enhancement. This 
section of a longer webinar – going from 2:56 – 14:56 gives many ideas for how to use Board from faculty 
members at Dublin City University.  
 
5 Uses of Moodle Board to Engage Students. Technology Enhanced Learning Blog.  

https://moodle.com/news/board-plugin-virtual-board-postits/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=176&v=pP0DCg2EPYM&feature=youtu.be
https://enhancingteaching.com/2021/01/04/5-uses-of-moodle-board-to-engage-students/

