
OU Blog 
 
OU Blog is a blogging activity developed by the Open University in the UK. It is suprisingly versatile. You can 
set up a single blog for an entire class, and separate individual blogs for your class that either are hermetically 
sealed off from other classmates or are visible. You can allow for comments and you can grade posts in a few 
ways. It is fairly intuitive, but there are a few settings to watch out for. Here are some uses for OU Blog.  
 

1. Scavenger hunt / project display – No (blog together or in groups)setting -- that is all of the class is in 
one blog.  

 
This shows how the No (blog together or in groups) setting looks like. Get ready to scroll. You get one long 
blog and to the far right at the top of the screen you have the prompt for the blog that you add in the Intro area. 
This type of blog is great for scavenger hunts – ask students to find images or videos that are examples of 
what you are talking about and post a paragraph or two on it.  

 

 
 

At the bottom of the post you’ll notice an opportunity for the author to Edit or Delete, a place for others to 
comment and a permalink that will link to a specific post.  

 

 



Scrolling further down, we see the second entry.  
 

 
 

2. Private journal – Separate Individual Blogs 
 
 The Separate Individual Blogs setting allows you to have a direct student-to-teacher blog that acts as a 
private journal. There is no comment area because it is hermetically sealed away from other students. Here a 
student blogs about that fantasical American creature of the prairies, the Jackalope.  

 

 



3. Shared blogs that other students can access and comment on - Visible Individual Blogs 
 
In this example, a class is blogging about their May Term course in the South Pacific (we can dream, right).  
 
They are to blog about the culture, history and geography of one island nation on the trip or nearby to teach 
their classmates. They are to add a link to a story, a map and a video to their blog. The drop down menu in the 
upper left corner allows students to access each other’s blogs without having an infinite scroll. Joe blogs about 
Samoa.  
 

 
 

4. Joe picks out Reiley’s blog by using the drop-down menu.  
 

 



 
5. Joe reads Reiley’s blog about Tuvalu. Afterward he can pick out another student by using the drop-

down menu and read that student’s blog 
 

 
 
At the bottom left side of the entry, you’ll see links that allow you to add a permalink that points back to a 
particular post, as well as, an Edit and a Delete link that gives you an opportunity to edit the posting or delete 
it, and finally an “Add your comment’ link which lets a student comment on another student’s blog.  

 
 

 
 



 

How to set up an OU Blog  
 

1. On the course page, click on the button to ‘turn editing on’ and then on the link for a particular week or 
topic to ‘add an activity or resource’. On the menu of activities and resources that appears, pick out 
OU blog.  

 
 

 
 

2. Give a name to the blogging activity that you are assigning. In the intro area, add your prompt or 
description of what you want them to blog about. You have the full Moodle Atto editor, so feel free to 
add images, video, etc., if you need to. Leave the ‘Allow Comments…’ setting to be ‘Yes for logged-
in users’.  

 
 

 



3. What you pick for the Individual blogs drop-down menu determines which of the three blog styles 
shown above are used.  
 
Basically using ‘No’ gives you a single blog that you scroll vertically through. ‘Separate individual 
blogs’ act as a private one-way blog between student and teacher. ‘Visible individual blogs’ allow for 
students to comment on blogs but uses that drop-down menu to save real estate (and aggravating 
death scrolls for large classes).  

 

 
 

4. Keep the ‘Maximum Visibility’ selection set at ‘Visible to participants in this course’. If you pick 
another selection, you might be making a blog much more visible that you probably want. There is 
potential for other classes and other campuses to access the blog.  

 
 

 



 
5. Tick the ‘Show intro when posting’ tick box. This allows the text in the introduction (just below the 

Name that you give to a blog to) to be visible a student when he or she posts their response to the blog 
prompt. Students will thank you.  

 

 
 

6. Click on Advanced Options, I recommend clicking on the ‘Show blog usage extra statistics”.  
 
 

 
 



 
7. Contribution time period allows you granularly set posting and commenting times for the blog. 

 
 I recommend that you pick a consistent day of the week and time as the starting and ending times in 
your class. What seems to work best for students would be starting to allow posting when a day begins 
(00:00) and ending it at the stroke of midnight (23:59).  

 

 
  
 

8. The default for the blog activity is to have it ungraded. You can grade it in one of two different 
ways, though, either by grading a blog activity by using Grade (where you make one grade for the 
entire activity) or Ratings (where the teacher rates each post). With ratings you can select from several 
choices for how the grades are added up, but more on that later. We are going to look at Grade first.  

 
The Grading drop-down menu is where you specify whether you are using the Grading method 
or the Ratings method. We’ll pick ‘Teacher grades students’ to show grading first, then ratings.  

 

 



9. After selecting ‘Teacher Grades Students’, then popups appear to let you grade by points or a scale 
(like pass/fail). Click Save.  

 

“”  
 
 
 

10.  So HOW do you grade a blog? 
 

First, I would advise Teachers to open a second browser and logging into Moodle, then the class and 
finally into the blog.  
 
Having a second browser with the actual blog text available will help grading because you can toggle 
between the blog text and the screen to grade.  

 
To access the screen for grading, Teachers will see a ‘Participation by User’ button. Click on that 
button to grade the blog.  

 

 
 
 



11. Here is the interface that you’ll use to grade. The students are arrayed vertically with the number of 
posts and comments available.  
 
The final column, Grades, has a dropdown menu that allows you to grade the student. By default it is 
set up as a fraction of points attained / total points available.  

 
Here, after toggling over to Joe’s Blog about Samoa (and maybe consulting a rubric), I grade him at 
92/100 points.  
 

 
 

12.  On the page, you can pick a certain period of time to view for the blog. The grade, however, reflects 
the entire grade item. You can download grades for the class with the button.  
 
But whatever you do, make sure to save the grades by clicking the Save button in the lower left of the 
screen. This will save the grades that you’ve given to students for the blog.  

 
 

 



 
 

13. Ratings – to enable grading by ratings rather than by grade, pick Use ratings on the drop-down menu 
under Grade.  

 

 
 
 

14. For Aggregate type, pick one of the types of aggregations that appear in the drop down menu.  
 
For more information on how it compiles ratings for each post, look at the question mark in the blue 
circle, or looking at the explanation in Moodle docs under Aggregate Type. We’ll use average of ratings 
here in this example. It will average ratings for multiple posts in this particular blog grade item on 
Oceana.  

 

 
 

https://docs.moodle.org/311/en/Ratings


15.  After selecting an Aggregate type, you get drop downs for under Type for a scale (where you can 
enable pass/fail or other scale) or points or none.  Select a maximum point amount for the grade for 
each post. You can restrict the time for ratings by date or time. Click Save to save your choices.  

 

 
 

16.  Click on the Rate drop-down menu near the bottom left side of the post and select the value you want 
to give for the post. Note that you cannot rate comments, just posts. We’ll give Joe an 8 for the blog 
post.  

 

 



17.  The OU blog automatically populates in the gradebook when you add it to the course page, so you 
don’t need to add it manually to the gradebook when you are setting up activities for the term.  
 
The 8.0 that we grade him for his post shows up in the grader report. If we had this set up as the 
average of ratings, it will average the ratings for this particular blog grade item.  
 

 
 
 

More information:  
 
OU Blog – Moodle Docs 
 
Using the OU Blog for Student Dialogue – University of Glasgow College of Arts Learning Technology.  
 

https://docs.moodle.org/311/en/OU_blog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4XenxiK4g0

